POINTED ro rk INTO congiptrRATION 


THE STATE OF THE ADMINISTRATION Or 


JUSTICE IN THE PROVINCES OF 


BENGAL, BAHAR, and ORISS 4 
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FROM THE 


SELECT COMMITTEE, &c. 


The Select Committee appointed to take into Conſideration the State of the Adminiſtration 

of Juſtice. in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and to report the ſame, 
with their Obſervations thereupon, to the Houſe ; and who were inſtructed to conſi- 
der how the Britiſh Poſſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies may be held and governed with the 
greateſt Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what Means the Happineſs 
of the Native Inhabitants may be beſt promoted ; | 


1 AVING, ſince their former Report, received the following Papers from the Eaſt India 
Houſe, and as the laſt Ships of this Year are now under Diſpatch for India, they think ir 
neceſſary to lay the ſame immediately before the Houſe. 95 


Extract of Bengal Public Conſultations, the th July 1781. 


1 PRESEN-T; 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident, 


| and 
Edward Wheler, Eſquire. 
Lieut, General Sir Eyre Coote abſent on Service at Fort 
St, George. 


The Governor General delivers in the following Minute: 


Governor General. 

Our Seizure of the Dutch Settlement at Chinſura has brought under the Power of this Go- 
vernment a great Body of People, who are at preſent not amenable to any Civil Tribunal, the Au- 
thority of their former Magiſtrates having been annihilated by the Conqueſt; and among theſe is a 
very conſiderable Number of European Foreigners, of different Nations, who do not fall within 
the Deſcription of Perſons ſubject to the Juriſdiction of the Supreme Court of Judicature, and who 

cannot, 


* 


* * * 8 


en. 
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the Opinion and Aſſiſtance of the Judge after his Appointment. 


C3 
cannot, without manifeſt-Inconvenience, be rendered amenable to the ordinary Courts of De 
Adaulut, or to the Foujedarry Courts. | Waun 

Natural Juſtice, and the Honour of the Engliſh Nation, always remarkable for the Mildnef, 
its Conquetts, and the Equity of its Government, ſeem to require, that for the Eaſe and Securi 3 
theſe People, and particularly of the Europeans, a Judge be appointed to diſtribute Talton © 
Chinſura, with as little Deviation from thoſe Modes to which the Inhabitants have ben n 
cuſtomed, as their preſent Circumſtances and the Public Welfare will permit. 85 

The Dignity, and perhaps the Safety of Government, demand that he be not one of the Peop 
newly ſubdued, but a Britiſh Subject; and for the Eaſe and Satisfaction of the Suitors in his cob 
it is neceſſary that he have more Knowledge of Juriſprudence, both Engliſh and Foreign, than pea, 
Gentleman who is not by Profeſſion a Lawyer can be expected to poſſeſs. ws 

The Want of ſuch a judicial Magiſtrate at the French Settlement of Chandernagore, hath N 
been ſo much felt as it would be in the more populous and thriving Town of Chinſura: The fam 
Inconvenience however ſubſiſts, though fewer Perſons are affected by it; and as the French . 
Dutch Diſtricts are adjacent to each other, it ſeems to be expedient that they ſhould be united in 
their Subjection to ſuch a Judicature when it ſhall be conſtituted. 

It is therefore propoſed, That a Court of Civil and Criminal Juſtice be eſtabliſhed at Chi 
which ſhall be called The Court of Juſtice at Chinſura,” and ſhall have Juriſdiction over that Town 
and Settlement, and the whole Diſtrict or Territory thereunto belonging, and alſo over the Tow, 
Settlement, and Diſtrict of Chandernagore: That the Criminal Juriſdiction thereof within the Dil. 
trict of Chinſura, do extend to ſuch Crimes there committed, and ſuch only as heretofore fell yy. 
der the Cognizance of the Director, or of the Fiſcal, or of ſome other Dutch Magiſtrate of that 
Place: That the Civil Juriſdiction within the ſame Diſtrict, do extend to all Cauſes over which 
any Court heretofore held by the Dutch Director and Council, or by any one of them, or by 
any other Maviſtrate there, had Power to decide: And that in like Manner the Civil and Crinj. 
nal Juriſdiction, to be exerciſed by the ſaid Court over Offences committed within the Difri of 
Chandernagore, or over Perſons living in the ſaid Diſtri&t, or otherwiſe amenable as belonging 
thereto, ſhall be limited by the Civil and Criminal Powers heretofore exerciſed by the reſpec. 
tive Civil and Criminal Magiſtrates under the French Government, : 


It is further propoſed, That in this Court a ſingle Judge ſhall preſide and diſtribute Juſtice, who 
ſhall be ſtiled “ Preſident of the Court of Juſtice at Chinſura.” 


It might not be proper to declare, that Perſons holding Offices under the Company, in Chinſura or 


nſura, 


Chandernagore, ſhall be liable to be ſued in the Court of Juſtice at Chinſura, becauſe their proper 


Tribunal is the Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta; but it is conceived to be for the Good 
of the Inhabitants, and it is therefore propoſed, That if Complaint be made, by any Perſon whatſo. 
ever, to the Preſident of the ſaid Court of Juſtice at Chinſura, againſt any of the Commiſſaries ap. 
pointed by this Board, or againlt any other Civil Officer acting under this Government, in the Dif. 


trict of Chinſura or in that of Chandernagore, for any Miſbehaviour in the Exerciſe of his Office, 
or for any Cauſe whatſoever ariſing within either of the ſaid Diſtricts, the ſaid Preſident may, if he 


ſhall think fir, receive and hear the ſaid Complaint, and alſo the Evidence offered in Support there. 
of, and may, in his Diſcretion, either diſmiſs the ſame or make a Report thereon to this Board; 


provided always, that he ſhall make no ſuch Report without firſt ſummoning the Party complained 


_ againſt to anſwer to the Charge, and giving him ſuch an Opportunity to defend himſelf, if he 
Chooſes to make any Defence, as Juſtice ſhall require. 


Laſtly, It is propoſed that Sir Robert Chambers be deſired to accept the ſaid Office of Preſident 
of the Court of Juſtice at Chinſura; and that, on his Acceptance, he be immediately appointed 


thereto. I am aware that further Regulations will be neceſſary concerning the Conſtitution of this 


Court, and the Mode of Proceeding ; but in the framing of theſe the Board will probably delire 


Agreed, That the foregoing be conſidered as Reſolutions of the Board, and tranſmitted to the 
Commiſſaries for their Information and Guidance; and that a Salary of 3, ooo Sicca Rupees per 


Month be annexed to the Office of Preſident of the Court of Judicature at Chinſura, to be paid by 
the Commiſſaries. | | 


Extract of Bengal Public Conſultations, the 20th July 1781. 


PRE S E N T, 


Edward Wheler, Eſquire. 


The Honourable the Governor General abſent on a Viſit to 

the Northern Provinces, | 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abſent on Service at 
Fort Saint George. „ 


0 


Read the following Letter from Sir Robert Chambers: 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | | 
I think myſelf very highly honoured by your obliging Offer, communicated to me by your 
| oats I e ö Secretary, 
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Sec etarys of the Office of Preſident of the court of Joftice at Chinſura ; an Office which, as it is 


| | ion of your Hohoutable Board, requires not only 4 Knowledge of 

now; dennen Re a Ur ahnen and Cuſtoms of the Natives of Bengal, but alſo ſome 

3 wich the Civil Law, as received by the Dutch and French, and with the municipal 

Laws of thoſe Nation. f, ment of Importance to the Public, for which you 
11 me to decline an Employment of Imp 3 Pl 

2 PREY 0 Germ me, quali, and which is properly connected with my Profeſſion : I 

ee d 5 NR Reſolution of the 7th Inſtant, and ſubject to ſuch Alterations as 


* #4 & © 


ence, | zot d that 8 
ha try, am to diſtribute .Juſtice,, and be honoured with your Approbation. 


en WB. | I have the Honour, &c. 3 
Fort William, (Signed) Robert Chambers. 
gth July 1781. Ty Re Hes | 


b Mr. Wheler delivers in the following Minute: i 


Sir Robert Chambers having agreed to accept the Office of Preſident of the Court of J uſtice at 
Chinſura, as conſtituted by the Board on the 7th Inſtant, he is appointed to and confirmed in the 


ſaid Office ; and it; is hereby declared, that his Appointment ſhall be conlidered as having taken 

| that, Date. gh Re $3 2s Ls 
8 Doubt that might ariſe concerning the Powers conferred on the ſaid Preſident by the 
Reſolution of this Board on the 7th Inſtant, it is hereby declared and reſolved, That beſide the Authority 
and ſuperintending Power over the Civil Officers of this Government in the Diſtrifts of Chinſura and 
Chandernagore, given to the ſaid Preſident by the ſaid Reſolution, he ſhall and may exerciſe over the 
Town, Settlement, and Diſtrict of Chinſura, and all the Inhabitants thereof, all ſuch Powers and 
Authorities reſpecting the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, or the Police and good Order of the ſaid Set. 


tlement, as were heretofore enjoyed or exerciſed by the Director and Council, or any of them, or by 


the Fiſcal, or any other Magiſtrate under the Dutch Government; that he ſhall and may exerciſe over 
the Town, Settlement, and Diſtrict of Chandernagore, and the Inhabitants thereof, all ſuch Powers 
and Authorities reſpecting the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, or the Police and good Order of the ſaid 


Settlement, as were heretofore exerciſed or enjoyed by the French Commandant or Governor, or 


any other Magiſtrate appointed by or under the French Government; and that every European and 
reputed European, not being a Britiſh Subject, or otherwiſe ſubjected to the Juriſdiction of the Su- 


preme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, who ſhall be reſident at any Place within 


theſe Provinces, other than in Calcutta, or in ſome of the Factories ſubordinate thereto, and who 
would, if the ſaid Settlements of Chinſura and Chandernagore had not been taken by the Arms of 
Great Britain, have been amenable to any Court of Juſtice or Magiſtrate in either of the ſaid Set- 
tlements (whether on account of native Allegiance, or for any other Reaſon) ſhall be amenable to 


the Court of Juſtice at Chinſura, in like Manner as he would have been to ſuch Court or Magiſtrate, 
to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever. | 


Whereas the Town of Baranagur, lately belonging to the Dutch, has been uſually by them con- 
lidered as ſubordinate to Chinſura, has been in fact ſubje& to the Juriſdiction and Power of the 
Director, and of the Fiſcal, or of ſome other Magiſtrate of Chinſura, and may, on account of its 
Vicinity, conveniently be made amenable to the ſame Judicature and Authority with that Place; it 
is therefore Reſolved, That the ſaid Town of Baranagur, with the Diſtrict thereunto belonging, 


ſhall be ſubject to the Juriſdiction of the Court of Juſtice at Chinſura, newly eſtabliſhed ; and that 


the Preſident of the ſaid Court may and ſhall have and exerciſe over the ſaid Town and Diſtrict, and 
the Inhabitants thereof, the ſame Juriſdiction, and the ſame Powers and Authorities, of whatſoever 
Kind, which he hath and may exerciſe in the Town, Settlement, and Diſtrict of Chinſura. 
Whereas ſeveral of the Judicial Powers now conferred by this Board on the Preſident of the 
Court of Juſtice at Chinſura, have for ſome Time paſt been exerciſed within the Town and D iſtrict 
of Chandernagore, by an Officer (uſually called the Zemindar Jemmadar) appointed by this Go- 


vernment ſince the Capture of that Settlement from the French; which Office is now enjoyed by 


Mr. Henry Richardſon : And whereas it is the Intention of this Board, that the ſaid Officer ſhall 24 
the future act only as an Aſſiſtant to the Preſident of the Court of Juſtice at Chinſura, in the Pre- 
ſervation of the Peace and good Order of the Town and Diſtrict of Chandernagore, under the Di- 
rection and Controul of the ſaid Preſident: And whereas Mr. George Richard Foley hath lately 
been appointed Jemmadar of Chinſura, for the Purpoſe of being in like Manner aſſiſtant to the 


ſaid Preſident in the Preſervation of the Peace and good Order of the Town and Diſtrict of Chin- 
SEL, CoM. Rev. IV. B ſura, 
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ſura, under. the Direction and Controul of the ſaid Preſident: Now it is hereby Reſolved and 
Declared, That the ſaid Tuo Officers are, and both they and their reſpective Succeffors ſhall hence. 
forth be, Miniſterial Peace Officers; who ſhall and are hereby required to act under the Orders of th, 
ſaid Preſident, in the Preſervation of the Peace and good Order of their reſpective Diſtricts; that 
they ſhall in all Things obey the Directions and Commands of the ſaid Preſident, whether verbal op 
in Writing, concerning the Performance of the Duties of their reſpective Offices, or any Matter 
thegeich connected. png that neither of them ſhall have or exerciſe any Power or Authority but 
ſuch as ſhall be delegated or expreſsly allowed to them, or either of them, in their reſpective Diſtrictz 
by the ſaid Preſident: Provided, That if either of them the ſaid Jemmadars or Peace Officers ſhall 
wilfully diſobey or neglect to perform any ſuch Command or Direction of the ſaid Preſident as afore. 
ſaid, or ſhall he guilty of any Neglect or Miſhehaviour in the Exerciſe of his Office, he ſhall be 
liable to be ſuſpended from his ſaid Office by Order of the ſaid Preſident of the Court of Juſtice at 
Chinſyra, until the Governor General and Council ſhall, upon Report to be made to them by the 
faid Preſident, haye gxamined into and determined ppon the Matter reported to then. 
-. Reſolved, That Mr, Foley, and Mr. Richardſon, the Commiſſaries at Chinſura, Mr, Patterſon, the 
Commiſſary at Baranagur, and Mr. Malony, Commiſfary at Chandernagore, be acquainted with 
the Juriſdiction, Powers, and Authorities conferred on the Preſident of the Court of Juſtice at Chin. 
ſura, by the ſeveral Reſolutions of this Board, made on the 5th Inſtant, and on this Day, and with 
the Appointment of Sir Robert Chambers to the ſaid Office: And that Mr. Foley and Mr. Rich. 
ardſon be directed to wait on Sir Robert Chambers for their Inſtructions as ſoon as he ſhall arrive at 
Chinſura. | | | 
Reſolved, That Orders be ſent to the Military Officer commanding in Chinſura and Chanderna. 
gore, that if the Preſident of the Court of Juſtice at Chinſura ſhall at any Time require from him 
the Aſſiſtance of Sepoys for the Preſervation.of the Peace, or for any other Purpoſe reſpecting the Exer. 
ciſe of the ſaid Preſident's Office, he do immediately afford fuch Aſſiſtance, without walting for an 
ſpecial Order: And alſo that he do, at all Times when the faid Preſident ſhall be reſident in Chin- 
= or in Chandernagore, ſupply him with Sentinels, and pay him, as Occaſion ſhall require, ſuch 
Military Honours as are due to his Rank, and may ſerve to make him known to the Native In- 


habitanty as the Chief Magiſtrate of Chinſura and Chandernagore, SEED? 
Reſolved, That the Commiſſaries at Chinſura be furniſhed with a Copy of the above Reſolu- 
tions, that they be required to deliver forthwith to Sir Robert Chambers, all ſuch Records and 
Papers as ſhall have come to their Hands reſpecting the Office of Fiſcal, the Judicial Authority 


* 


of the late Director and Council, or any other Dutch Magiſtrate, or reſpecting in any Manner the 


1 : 


Adminjſtration of Juſtice, or of the Police of the Town and Diſtrict of Chinſura. 15 
Agreęd to and Reſolved, That the above be conſidered as Reſolutions of the Board. 
An Eſtabliſnment of Officers for European Buſineſs at Chinſura, propoſed by Sir Robert 
Total Monthly Salaries, = —  Sicca Rupees, 2,426 — = 
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